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SECTION 1.   
 
HORSEBACK RIDING AND BOARDING FACILITIES 
 

1. BRAMBLEWOOD RIDING ACADEMY 
CINDY FORSHA (OWNER/INSTRUCTOR) 
3542 CHESTNUT RIDGE ROAD 
BLAIRSVILLE, PA  15717 
(724) 459-5912 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES --$325 MO. – TURNOUT 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION (ENGLISH AND WESTERN) – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING -- YES 
 

2. CALENDAR RUN FARM 
115 DOE RUN 
JOHNSTOWN, PA  15905 
(814) 659-8974 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA – NOT SURE 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – POSSIBLY 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING -- YES  

 
 
3.  CURTITSY ACRES 

ELIZABETH AND CURT  (OWNERS) 
1180 RIDGE ROAD 
HOOVERSVILLE, PA 15936 
(814) 483-4585 
(SOMERSET COUNTY) 
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BOARD HORSES – YES -- $350 PER MONTH 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION --- POSSIBLY 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING – YES 
 

4. DIEHL VALLEY HORSE BOARDING 
MARY AND JIM DIEHL - OWNERS 
ACME, PA  (DONEGAL AREA) 
(724) 593-6279  OR (814) 233-0593 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES - $225 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - YES 

  
 

5. GOLDEN STAR RIDING ACADEMY 
3523 DARK SHADE DRIVE 
WINDBER, PA  15963 
(814) 467-1432 OR (814) 467-4494 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES - $200 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING – YES 
 

6. MADDY’S RUN RANCH 
TAMERA FROEHLICH - OWNER 
172 MOON LANE 
HOLLSOPPLE, PA  
(814) 659-3409 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING -- YES 
 

7. OAK STREET STABLES 
34 OAK STREET 
CARROLLTOWN,  PA 
(814) 322-6231 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA – POSSIBLY 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING – YES      
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8.  RAINBOW RIDGE 

BETH AND TOM FLYNN 
615 UPPER NEWTON ROAD 
JOHNSTOWN, PA  15904 
(814) 244-7064 
 
BOARD HORSES – YES 
INDOOR FACILITY – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION (WESTERN AND ENGLISH) – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - YES 
 
 

9. RUNWAY STABLES 
MOLLY KLINE - INSTRUCTOR 
NAGLE DRIVE 
JOHNSTOWN, PA 15904 
(814)  475 -7669 OR (814)-619-9213 
 
BOARDING HORSES  -- NO 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION (WESTERN AND ENGLISH) – YES 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - POSSIBLY 
 
 

10. SADDLEROCK RANCH 
JUNE AND LEE HILL (OWNERS) 
943 WILLOW BEACH ROAD 
PORTAGE, PA 
(814) 472-0775 
 
BOARDING  HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – POSSIBLY 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - POSSIBLY 
  
 

11. SANDY RUN STABLES 
DENNIS GARRETSON (OWNER) 
 1228 WEAVER ROAD 
JOHNSTOWN, PA  15904 
(814) 266-9498 
 
BOARDING HORSES – YES -- $175 MO. 
INDOOR FACILITY – NO 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – NO 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING – YES 
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12. SERENITY STABLES 
KATHY HOFFMAN – OWNER 
533 RIDGE ROAD 
HOOVERSVILLE, PA 15936 
(814) 479-7133 
 
BOARD HORESES – YES 
INDOOR FACILITY – NOT SURE 
HOREBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – YES – ALICIA WEAVER  (814) 288-7368 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING -- YES 
 
 

13. SEVEN CHARMS EQUESTRIAN FACILITY 
763 #9 ROAD 
HASTINGS, PA 
(814) 247-8913 
 
BOARDING HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA – 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – POSSIBLY 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - POSSIBLY 
 
 

14. SHADY PINES 
266 HUNTS ROAD 
JOHNSTOWN, PA 
(814) 322-1912 
 
BOARDING HORSES – YES -- $200-$250 MO. 
INDOOR FACILITY – NO 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – NO 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING - YES 
 
 

15. STONE HOLLOW SPORT HORSES 
283 STONE HOLLOW ROAD 
JOHNSTOWN, PA  15905 
(814) 243-4386 
 
BOARDING HORSES – YES -- $550 MO. 
INDOOR ARENA – YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION – YES (4 LESSONS INCLUDED WITH BOARD) 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING – POSSIBLY 
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16. WALNUT GROVE EQUESTRIAN CENTER 
308 LEHMAN ROAD 
NEW PARIS, PA   15554 
(814) 49403912 
 
BOARDING HORSES – YES 
INDOOR ARENA –  YES 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION  -- POSSIBLY 
TRAILS AVAILABLE FOR RIDING -- NO 
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SECTION 2. 
 

FARRIERS    
 
 
 
 
1.  LUKE GORDON 

320 WISSINGER HOLLOW ROAD 
JOHNSTOWN, PA  15904 

       (814)  754-8126 (CELL) 
       (814)  533-9026  (HOME) 
 
2.  ROGER GROW 

278 STRAYER LANE 
SUMMERHILL, PA 15958  
(814) 242-0717 
 
 

3. JEFF WIRICK 
EBENSBURG, PA 
(814) 242-5509  
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SECTION 3.  
 
VETERINARIANS FOR EQUINE ISSUES 
 
LOCATED IN CAMBRIA COUNTY: 
 
1.  DR.  BRADY HAMADY, DVM 

DR.  NEAL SMITH, DVM 
FOREST HILLS VETERINARY 
132 MAXINE DRIVE 
SIDMAN, PA  15955 
(814) 487-6231 
 
 
 

              LOCATED IN SOMERSET COUNTY: 
 

1.   BROWN EQUINE HOSPITAL 
876 STOYSTOWN ROAD 
SOMERSET, PA 15501 
(814-443-3560 
 

2.   LAUREL HIGHLANDS ANIMAL HEALTH 
876  STOYSTOWN ROAD 
SOMERSET, PA  15501 
(814) 445-8971 
 

3.  DR. NANCY MAUER, DVM 
DR.  KRISTIN ABDERHALDEN, DVM 
6904 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
STOYSTOWN, PA  15563 
(814) 443-6979 
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EQUINE DENTIST(S): 
 
1. DR. BRADY HAMADY 

FOREST HILLS VETERINARY 
132 MAXINE DRIVE 
SIDMAN, PA  15955 
(814) 487-6231 
 

2. KEVIN SMITH 
(814) 421-8810 
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SECTION 4 – OTHER SERVICES  
 
 

1.  BACK IN ALIGNMENT 
MICHELLE WELLWOOD 
EQUINE ADJUSTMENT  - M.WELLWOOD@YAHOO.COM 
(814)-937-5092 – BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2. CARRIAGE RIDE SERVICES: 
 
MISTY HAVEN CARRIAGE 
2421 CARPENTERS PARK ROAD 
DAVIDSVILLE, PA  15928 
ERNIE ALWINE (OWNER) 
814-242-8450 

mailto:m.wellwood@yahoo.com
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SECTION 5.  
 
HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION 
 
 
1.  CINDY FORSHA – BRAMBLEWOOD RIDING ACADEMY  -- BLAIRSVILLE 

(724) 459-5912 
 

2.  BETH FLYNN – RAINBOW RIDGE -- JOHNSTOWN 
(814)  244-7064 
 

3.  MOLLY KLINE – RUNWAY STABLES  -- JOHNSTOWN  
(814)   475-7669 OR (814) 619-9213 
 

4. ALICIA WEAVER – SERENITY STABLES -- HOOVERSVILLE 
(814) 288-7368 
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SECTION 6. 
 
TRAIL RIDINIG ORGANIZATIONS AND GROUPS 
 
1.  GREATER JOHNSTOWN SADDLE CLUB 

316 SADDLE CLUB ROAD 
WINDBER, PA  15963 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 125 
SALIX, PA  15952 
(814) 539-4790 
ON FACEBOOK AND  WWW./GREATER JOHNSTOWNSADDLECLUB.COM 
 

2. 4-H CLUBS – CAMBRIA AND SOMERSET COUNTIES 
 
CAMBRIA COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
401 CANDLELIGHT DRIVE 
SUITE 220 
EBENSBURG, PA 15931 
(8140 472-7986 
 

http://www./greater%20johnstownsaddleclub.com
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SOMERSET COUNTY 4-H NEWS 
6024 GLADES PIKE 
SUITE 101 
SOMERSET, PA 15501 
EMAIL:  SOMERSETEXT@PSU.EDU 
 
 

3. HORSEBACK RIDING AT PRINCE GALLITZIN STATE PARK 
966 MARINA ROAD 
PATTON, PA  16668-6397 
(814) 674-1000 
EMAIL:  PRINCEGALLITZINSP@PA.GOV 
 
 

 
4. SEE ALSO “HORSEBACK RIDING IN PA STATE PARKS” 

FOR OTHER HORSEBACK RIDING OPTIONS WITHIN PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

5. SEE ALSO “PENNSYLVANIA EQUINE COUNCIL” 
                        P.O. BOX 303 
                        WINDSOR, PA 17366-0303 
                        1-888-304-0281 
         EMAIL:  INFO@PENNSYLVANIAEQUINECOUNCIL.ORG 
  
   

  
 
 
 
ANNUAL HORSESHOWS:   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – ALL RIDERS WELCOME 
 
AT GREATER JOHNSTOWN SADDLE CLUB CAMP GROUNDS – SIDMAN, PA: 
 

• JULY – GREATER JOHNSTOWN SADDLE CLUB HORSE SHOW – JULY 21, 2019 
 

• AUGUST – GREATER JOHNSTOWN SADDLE CLUB HORSE SHOW  
                              THREE DAY RIDE (LABOR DAY WEEKEND – AUGUST 2, 3, & 4, 2019) 
 
 
ALSO CHECK SCHEDULES FOR VARIOUS 4-H COMPETITIONS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:somersetext@psu.edu
mailto:princegallitzinsp@pa.gov
mailto:Info@pennsylvaniaequinecouncil.org
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SECTION 7 – FEED, SUPPLEMENTS AND EQUIPMENT SOURCES: 
 
1. HOLSOPPLE FEED MILL 
DEREK TURGEON – OWNER 
HORSE FEED – BUCKEYE PRODUCTS; OTHER HORSE ITEMS 
109 MILL STREET 
HOLLSOPPLE, PA  15935 
(814) 479-4727  --  HOLSOPPLEFEEDMILL@VERIZON.NET 
 
2. MARKS HARNESS SHOP 

1089 SPRINGS ROAD 
SPRINGS, PA  
(814) 662-9800 
MON-SAT 8 A.M.-NOON AND 1-5 P.M. 
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS 6-8 P.M. 

 
3. TRACTOR SUPPLY STORES 
GALLERIA NEXT TO ASHLEY FURNITURE 
EBENSBURG SHOPPING CENTER NEXT TO BIG LOTS AND GIANT EAGLE  
ALSO DO ONLINE SALES 
 
4. SILVER STIRRUP 

1157 MAPLE HOLLOW ROAD 
DUNCANSVILLE, PA 
(814) 695-4530 
SUNDAY AND MONDAY – CLOSED 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 4-8 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY 12-8 P.M. 
SATURDAY 9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 

mailto:holsopplefeedmill@verizon.net
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5. FETCH –N-GO (JOHNSTOWN, SOMERSET AND EBENSBURG LOCATIONS) 
HORSE FEED  -- PURINA /POULIN PRODUCTS 
103 COLLEGE PARK PLAZA 
JOHNSTOWN, PA 15904 
(814) 254-4131 
 
 

6. STATE LINE TACK – CATALOG AND ON-LINE SALES 
 
7. HORSE SADDLE SHOP – EMAIL:  INFO@HORSESADDLESHOP.COM 
 
8. BACK IN THE SADDLE CATALOG AND ONLINE: 
    EMAIL:  WWW.BACKINTHESADDLE.COM 
 
9. THERE ARE NUMEROUS OTHER ON-LINE PRODUCTS AND COMPANIES, FOR 

INSTANCE:   WWW.DOVERSADDLERY.COM 
 

 
 
[HORSE TREATS – APPLES AND CARROTS FROM LOCAL MARKETS AS WELL AS MORE 
COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT TRACTOR SUPPLY, HOLSOPPLE FEED MILL 
OR ON-LINE.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@horsesaddleshop.com
http://www.backinthesaddle.com/
http://www.doversaddlery.com/
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SECTION 8 – HAY SUPPLIERS 
 
NOTE:  HAY CAN COME IN ROUND BALES (PICTURED ABOVE) OR SQUARE 
BALES WHICH ARE SMALLER AND MORE RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE. 
 
1. LARRY BLOOM – HOOVERSVILLE 

(814) 798-3334 – SQUARE BALES – MAY DELIVER 
 
2.  DAVE OR BARB  )DONEGAL AREA) 

(724) 309-5953 
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SECTION 9 - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS;   
 

• ARE THERE DIFFERENT TYPES OF RIDING STYLES? 
 
ANSWER.   YES – THE MAIN RIDING STYLES ARE ENGLISH AND WESTERN. 
THE DIFFERENCE IN THESE STYLES OF RIDING IS IN THE EQUIPMENT USED AS 
WELL AS THE INSTRUCTION FOR RIDERS AND HORSES. 
 
ENGLISH SADDLES ARE SMALLER AND SIMPLER THAN WESTERN ONES.   
WESTERN SADDLES ALSO HAVE A HORN AND MUCH HEAVIER STIRRUPS.  ALSO 
THE GIRTH USED FOR EACH SADDLE IS DIFFERENT AS IS THE PADS THAT NEED 
TO GO UNDERNEATH EACH TYPE OF SADDLE. 
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WESTERN BRIDLES GENERALLY ARE SIMPLER THAN ENGLISH BRIDLES. 
 

 
 

• WHAT OTHER TYPE OF EQUIPMENT IS NECESSARY WHEN OWNING A 
HORSE. 

 
ANSWER.  A FEW OF THE NECESSARY ITEMS IS A NYLON OR LEATHER HALTER, 
LEAD ROPE AND A VARIETY OF BRUSHES AND GROOMING SUPPLIES.  
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•  WHAT TYPE OF CARE DOES A HORSE NEED? 

 
ANSWER.   ALTHOUGH HORSES ARE GENERALLY PRETTY GOOD AT SURVIVING 
THEY DO NEED GRAIN AND/OR HAY ON A DAILY BASIS ALONG WITH A SOURCE OF 
FRESH CLEAN WATER.   THEY NEED TO HAVE A SHELTER WHICH HELPS THEM 
STAY OUT OF THE WIND.   MOST HORSES ALSO NEED AND SHOULD HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO WALK OR BE TURNED OUT FOR AT LEAST HALF A DAY IN ORDER TO 
HELP KEEP THEIR MUSCLE TONE, NOT TO MENTION IT HELPS TO STOP HORSES 
FROM CRIBBING (WHICH IS A HABIT THAT DEVELOPS WHEN HORSES ARE KEPT IN 
STALLS FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME). 
 
HORSES WILL GROW A WINTER COAT TO PROTECT THEM FROM WINTER COLD 
WHICH NATURALLY SHEDS WHEN THE DAYS GET LONGER AND WARMER. 
 
HORSES HOOVES NEED TO BE TRIMMED BY A FARRIER EVERY EIGHT TO TWELVE 
WEEKS, ESPECIALLY THOSE HORSES THAT ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ROAM OUTSIDE 
OF THEIR ENCLOSURES.  SOME HORSES REQUIRE SHOES ON ALL FOUR HOOVES, 
OTHERS ONLY ON THE FRONT AND OTHERS NOT AT ALL AND NEED ONLY TO HAVE 
THEIR HOOVES TRIMMED. 
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BRUSHING IS A NECESSARY ACTIVITY TO HELP KEEP HORSES HAIR FROM 
MATTING AND/OR GETTING FUNGUS SUCH AS RAIN ROT.   ALTHOUGH HORSES 
NATURALLY, LIKE MOST OTHER ANIMALS, USE ROLLING IN DIRT TO HELP THEM 
KEEP BUGS FROM BITING THEM AND OR REMOVE UNWANTED EXTRA HAIR, IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO TRY TO NOT HAVE ANYTHING WHICH WOULD MAKE A HORSE 
UNCOMFORTABLE WHEN PUTTING A PAD AND SADDLE ON A HORSE.  THEREFORE 
ESPECIALLY WHEN GETTING READY TO RIDE IT IS IMPORTANT TO GROOM 
ESPECIALLY AROUND THE AREA WHERE THE SADDLE WILL SIT OR THE GIRTH 
WILL BE ON THE HORSE. 
 
HORSES ARE HERD ANIMALS AND GENERALLY DO BETTER WHEN THERE IS AT 
LEAST ONE OTHER ANIMAL FOR THEM TO BOND WITH.  THIS IS USUALLY 
ANOTHER HORSE BUT COULD BE ANOTHER ANIMAL SUCH AS A DONKEY, 
MINATURE HORSE OR GOAT. 
 
 

•  DO HORSES NEED ANNUAL SHOTS OR TEETH EXAMS? 
 

ANSWER.   YES.  HORSES GENERALLY NEED TO HAVE ANNUAL VACCINATIONS IN 
THE SPRING AND SOMETIMES IN THE FALL.   THERE ARE ALSO ADDITIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS IF YOU ARE SHOWING YOUR HORSE AT VARIOUS FACILITIES AND 
THEY ARE EXPOSED TO OTHER HORSES.   YOUR LOCAL VETERINARIAN WOULD BE 
ABLE TO GUIDE YOU ON WHAT IS GENERALLY GIVEN IN YOUR AREA. 
 
TEETH ON HORSES ARE EXAMINED AND “FLOATED” TO GET RID OF SHARP EDGES.  
THIS IS GENERALLY DONE EVERY TWO YEARS ONCE A HORSE IS AN ADULT.  
HORSES GENERALLY EAT WITH THEIR BACK TEETH AND THEREFORE IT’S VERY 
IMPORTANT THAT THEY BE CHECKED ON A REGULAR BASIS BY YOUR VET OR AN 
EQUINE DENTIST. 
 

• DO HORSES NEED WORMED ON A REGULAR BASIS? 
 
ANSWER.  HORSES DO NEED TO BE WORMED BUT THE FREQUENCY AND TYPE OF 
WORMER TO BE USED IS ANSWERED DIFFERENTLY BY VARIOUS HORSE OWNERS 
AND EXPERTS.  OFTEN TIMES A FECAL EXAM IS DONE BY YOUR VET TO 
DETERMINE WHAT TYPE IF ANY WORMS MAY BE PRESENT AND THEN A SPECIFIC 
WORMER WILL BE ADMINISTERED ORALLY TO THE HORSE TO GET RID OF THE 
PARASITES.   WORMERS CAN BE PURCHASED ON LINE OR AT TRACTOR SUPPLY.  
USUALLY THIS IS DONE AT LEAST TWICE A YEAR AND IN SOME CASES MORE 
OFTEN.   PRIOR CONVENTION WAS TO WORM HORSES AT LEAST THREE TO FIVE 
TIMES A YEAR NO MATTER WHAT BUT CURRENTLY IT IS BELIEVED THAT 
ADMINISTERING WORMER PRIOR TO DETERMINING IF THERE IS ANY WORMS 
PRESENT IS EXPOSING YOUR HORSE TO UNNECESSARY CHEMICALS AND MAKES 
THE WORMS RESISTANT TO THESE CHEMICALS.   
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• IF I WANTED TO OWN A HORSE, WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS? 
 

ANSWER.   FIRST IT IS IMPORTANT TO DETERMINE IF YOU WANT A HORSE TO DO 
WESTERN RIDING, FOR INSTANCE ON TRAILS OR WESTERN SHOWS, OR ENGLISH 
RIDING FOR SHOWS OR TRAILS.    HORSES ARE GENERALLY TRAINED IN ONE 
DISCIPLINE OR ANOTHER AND CHANGING THEM AFTER YEARS OF A PARTICULAR 
TYPE OF RIDING IS NOT GENERALLY ADVISABLE OR EASY. 
 
ONCE YOU HAVE DECIDED WHAT TYPE OF HORSEBACK RIDING YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN, THEN YOU NEED TO LOOK AT FACILITIES WHICH HAVE THOSE 
TYPE OF HORSES TO SEE IF THERE ARE ANY UP FOR SALE SO YOU CAN SEE THE 
HORSE YOU ARE INTERESTED IN AND POSSIBLY RIDE THEM, ETC.   OFTEN TIMES 
PEOPLE WHO OWN HORSES ARE WILLING TO LEASE A HORSE FOR A CERTAIN FEE 
AND PERIOD OF TIME WHICH ALLOWS YOU THE ABILITY TO RIDE BUT NOT HAVE 
THE ISSUES OF OWNERSHIP.    
 
SOMETIMES OLDER HORSES WHO CANNOT BE RIDDEN ON AN EXTENDED BASIS 
WILL BE DONATED BUT AS A HORSE GETS OLDER ITS ABILITY TO PROVIDE 
EXTENSIVE RIDING DIMINISHES.   ALSO ITS FEED REQUIREMENTS TEND TO 
REQUIRE ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS AND ADDITIVES.   HOWEVER, AN OLDER 
HORSE JUST LIKE AN OLDER DOG OR CAT, SHOULD NOT BE OVERLOOKED 
ESPECIALLY FOR BEGINNING AND YOUNGER RIDERS AS A PLACE TO START AS 
THEY PROVIDE THE TIME TO LET AN INDIVIDUAL LEARN HOW TO CARE FOR AND 
RIDE A HORSE SAFELY AND RESPONSIBLY.   
 

•  HOW LONG DO HORSES LIVE? 
              
                        ANSWER.   IT DEPENDS.   GENERALLY MOST HORSES LIVE TO BE ABOUT 30 TO 35  
                        YEARS OLD.   ALTHOUGH LARGER BREEDS LIVE ONLY TO ABOUT 25 YEARS WITH  
                        SMALLER ONES TO ABOUT 45 YEARS.   USUALLY MOST HORSES CAN BE LIGHTLY                          

 RIDDEN UNTIL THEY ARE ABOUT 30.  THERE DOES COME A POINT WHERE A 
HORSE MAY THROUGH AGE OR INJURY BE ONLY ABLE TO BE A PASTURE BUDDY 
AND NOT RIDABLE.   EACH PERSON HAS TO DECIDE HOW THEY NEED TO DEAL 
WITH SUCH A SITUATION AS HORSES ARE EXPENSIVE, ESPECIALLY IF THEY ARE 
NOT RIDABLE.   HOWEVER, THESE ARE THIGS THAT MUST BE CONSIDERED WHEN 
PURCHASING OR BECOMING A HORSE OWNER.   YOUR LOCAL VET MAY BE ABLE 
TO HELP DEAL WITH SOME OF THESE DECISIONS. 

 
• DO HORSES BOND WITH THEIR OWNERS? 

 
ANSWER.   YES HORSES GENERALLY BOND WITH OTHER HORSES AND PEOPLE 
WHO TAKE CARE OF THEM.   IT IS VERY TRAUMATIC FOR THEM TO HAVE TO 
CHANGE FACILITIES AND/OR ROUTINES AND/OR OWNERS.   PEOPLE SHOULD BE 
MINDFUL OF HOW THESE CHANGES AFFECT HORSES AND ALLOW THEM TIME TO 
ADJUST TO NEW PLACES AND PEOPLE BEFORE EXPECTING TOO MUCH FROM 
THEM.   A FEW WEEKS USUALLY IS HELPFUL TO ALLOW A NEW ANIMAL TO 
ADJUST AND TO FEEL COMFORTABLE IN ITS NEW SURROUNDINGS.   REMEMBER 
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HORSES ARE NATURALLY FLIGHT ANIMALS WHO’S EXISTENCE GENERALLY 
DEPENDED ON THEIR BEING ABLE TO LEAVE A SITUATION IF IT SCARED THEM.  
THEREFORE IT IS IMPORTANT TO GAIN THE TRUST OF A HORSE TO HELP THEM 
WORK THROUGH ANY STRESSFUL SITUATION AND THEY IN TURN WILL DO THE 
SAME FOR YOU. 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY HORSEBACK RIDING, OWNING AND         
TRAILS!!! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


